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possible to provide interest, sinking fund andi
depreciation on an over capitalised conCern.
In order to makie a success of the undertak-
ing, the capital was reduced by £110,000.
Notwithstanding this, the State Implement
'Works still show a lhnge loss. I should like
to know on htow mnuch capital is interest and
sinking fund being provided.

Ron. J. Nicholson: We are in total ig
niorance of that.

Hon, R, ,J. LYNX: The Comnmissioner of
Railways, apparently, is making anl honest
attempt to square his ledger. I expect we
shall have a howl fromt some members re-
epectilig thle cutting down of railway ser-
vices, but T believe the Commissioner is en-
deavoirring to bring his expenditure within
bounds. The same thing will have to be
done with all the ofther trailing concerns, As
for the Wyndham 'Meat Works, T do not wish
to offer -any suggestions concerning the prob-
able outcome of that enterprise. The expen-
diture to-da -y is so enormous that I agree
with Sir Edward Wittenoorn that additional
expenditure will have to be incurred in order
to save Borne of the wreck. Anyone who has
been to Wyndhant knows that. it is right out
of the trading route, and that in consequence
provision will have to be made for fairly
large sltilmnts, to induce steamers to go
there. I daresay it will be possible to induce
steamers to go there for shipments of 1,000 or
1,500 tons, hut only 'at a prohibitive rate.
It will be necessary to eater for that busi-
nesq by a special class of steamer.

Eon. If. S tewart: That shiouldl have beent
foreseen.

Hon. H. J1. LY.1N: If I can possibly offer
any suggestions to the Cno.ernmnn which will
he of seri'ice to themt I shll1 he only too
pleasedl to do so. for I do view with genuine
alarmi the ever increasing deficit and the ef-
feet it will have on inidistry. For I realise
that the addlitional taxation necessary to bal-
ance the ledger will seriously affect many of
our industries. In respect of the measures%
mentioned in the Governor's Speech, some
of then, may 1)e Of imnportance but, gener-
ally speaking-, they nre a colourless lot. I
see a reference to a p~roposed Coal Mines
Regulation Bill. T hope there will he no In-
troduction of any Coal -Mines Regulation
Hill which w-ill tend to further harass the
industry. We .have enough legislation af-
fecting this industry to-day, and if the pro-
posed Coal 'Mines Regulation Bill means an
amendment of existing legislation in the di-
rection of harassing the industry, then I
shtall lie sorry indeed to see such a measure.
It is unfortunate, hut it is true, that any-
One to-day dealing with Government De-
partihieats is considerably harassed in ninny
directions. One onlY nepeds to be associated
with an industry or a business that
brings him into contact with a number of
departments to truly findI out what those
Government departments really are. Tn view
of what I have said I hope the -Minister will
consider the advisability of bringing down
-the Estimates at the earliest possible date,'

and thus give this House air opportunity to
at least discuss the financial position of the
State irrespective of a lot of colourless legis-
Ination.

Onl motion by Hon. J. 'Mills debate ad-
journed.

House 'adjourned at 5.40 p-sm.
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The SPEAKER took tire Chair at 4.30
p.tn., and rend prayers.

QUESTION-LIQUOR LICENSE TO
ASIATIC.

'Mr. 0 'LOULEN asked the Colonial See-
retary: 1, Is it a fact that Qua Sing, of
1)erhv has received a license to sell liquor!
2, Does the Licensing Act perm-it Asiaties to
hold gallon licenses? 3, Did Quan Sing, after
being refused his license, wait on the Minis-
ter in Perth and have his license restor-ed?
4, Did the 'Minister receive n application
front a white trader at DerbyT 5, If so, why
this discrimination between white nd tan?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
N0 o2, No. 3, No. 4, No. 5, There is no dis-
eritmination. 'Mr. Quiln Sing held a. gallon
license prior to being disqualified by the Lie-
cirsing Act, 1911. He had stacks of liquor.
As far back as 1915 the then Colonia Tress-,
ill-r consentedl to abstain from taking action
against Quan Sing as an unlicensed person in
the disposal of the -stocks irn question. W~r
Qurt Sinig did not dispose of the stocks un-
der that undertaking, seekinig itistead to have
his license reinstated. Finditng after mny
Years that his wishes could not be complied
with, hie is non' disposing of the stocks held
ever since, under a similar guarantee by the
present Government not to interfere, Aa in-

vnoyof the stock held by the pollee has,
bentaken by tlte police, and when exhtausted

any furtlrer sales by Quan Sing woutld mean
the enforcement of the law for illegal dealing
in liquor, the same as in any other ease.
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QUESTlO N-PENSIONERS' HOMES
AND TAXATION.

Hon. T. WVALKER asked the Premier:
Is it the intention of the Government this ses-
sion to introduce legislation to amend State
and municipal taxation enactments so as to
exempt the homes of old age and invalid pen-
sioners from all imposts and burdens by way
of rates and taxes?

The PREMIER replied: The question is
being considered, and if it is necessary, ex-
emption from paynwnt of land and income
tax will be provided for in the amiending Act.
The law relating to payment -of rates and
taixes to local authorities will be looked into.

QUESTION-TiMBER LEASES AND
CONCESSIONS.

To withhold extension of term.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: In
view of the fact that none of Millars' Timber
and Trading Company's leases and/or conces-
sions fall due for renewal until 1924, will he
withhold the extension of such leases and/or
concessions until the House, has had an op-
portunity of perusing the papers called for
by notice of motion$

The PREM-IER replied: Extension has been
agreed to under the provisions of the Act,
and formal notification to Millars' Timber
and Trading Company will be withheld to
enable members to peruse the files.

QUESTION-FRUIT TRADE, DUTCH-
EAST INDI[ES.

11r. ANGELO asked the Minister fur Ag-
riculture:-]1, Have the Government of the
Dutch East Indies imposed a duity on Aus-
tralian fruit? 2, 'Was this done immediately
after the Commonwealth had increased the
duty on bananas? 3, What effect will the
action of the Dutch East Indian Government
have upon the export fruit trade of this
State?

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE re-
plied: 1, So far as we are aware the Gov-
ernment of the Dutch East Tndias have not
imposed auy additional duty on Australian
fruit. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, Answered
by "No. 1.

M.NOTION-.NOTICES OP QUESTION.S.
Amendmnents by Mr. Speaker.

MVr. 'MeCALLIUM (Soath Fremantle)
(4.401: I move-

That the Speaker's action in mutilating
and amending notices of quesitions, and
withholding notices of questions from the
Notice Paper, is a wrongful interference
with the rights and privileges of members
of this House.

I regret very much to fini that my first ef-
fort in this House is to he one iii dissent
from a ruling given by yourself, Mr. Speaker.
As a new member I have no desire whatever
to coime into conflict with the presiding offi-
cur of this Chamiber. Though new to Par-
laient, I have had some t-nsiderable ex-
perience in various debating assemsblies, and
I have invariably given mny strangest sup-
port and nmy best helpi to the mani who has

'been entrusted with authority to control the
deliberations of the gnthu?riog. I hope that,
as tune goes on, I shall pirove that in this
Assembly I shall pnrsne the saime course.
But a-, regards the ruling whichi you gave
ycesterday, I feel, Sir, that if it is allowed to
pass unchallanged and without sonic explana-
tion so far as T amn eoi~erned, the inference
may be drawn, firstly, that I plead guilty to
han.ving used unbecoming terms, and,' secondly,
the effect would be, I submit, that of seri-
ously restricting the rights of individual mnem-
bers of this Chamiber. Although the powers
of the Speaker should be, if possible, upheld
in every instance, it is not to be forgotten
that the private mnenmbers of this House also
have rights -which should be conserved. There-
fore, although the ruling in quiestion has
been given against myself, a new mem-
ber, I do not feel disposed to accept it
without placing at any rate my views on the
subject before the House. One reason which
you, Sir, have given for expunging the ques-
tion which I submitted is the provisions of
Standing Order 106, which reads-

If any notice contains uinbecoming ex-
pressions, the House may order that it shall
not be printed, or it znn ' be expunged from
the Notice Paper, or amendfed by order ot
the Speaker.

That Standing Order sets out three con-
ditions. The first is, an order of the House
that the 'notice shall not be printed. The
second is, that tie notice ay be expunged.
The third is, that the notice may be amended
by order of the Speakler. But in that Stand-
ing Order there is no power given to the
Speaker to expunge a notiee, or to order that
a notice shall not be printed. The Standing
Order distinetlv limwits the power of the
Speaker in this connection to amending a
notice. No power whatever is given by that
Standing Order which you have quoted. Sir,
authorising you to keep any quvcestiont off the
Notice Paper. According (o that Standing
Order, that power is left dfistinctly in the
hands of the Hfouse itself. You went onl to
quote ''-May,'' as, follows:-

As a -Notice Paper is punblished by au-
thority of tile House, all notices of motion
or of questions of a member coataihing
unbecoming expreSsions1 inf-ringing these
rules, or other irregularities; may. by the
Speaker's authority, be corrected by the
Clerk at the Table.

''Be corrected.'' Thmere is no authority in the
quotation which you hre made from
''May,'' Sir, for your preventing a question
from appearing on the Notice Paper. Under
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both the extract which you have quoted train
"May,'' and the Standing Order which you
have cited, there is no power to the Speaker
to prevent a question of which notice has
been given by any member from appearing
on the Notice Paper. By your action you
have, Sir, according to the two authorities
quoted by you, usurped the functions of the
House, and taken upon. yourself to do what
the Standing Order says can only be done by
a decision -of the House. On those grounds I
take my first stand, that you have done
wrong, Sir, in preventing the question of
which I gave notice 1from appearing on
the Notice Paper. I maintain that
the only authority which can do that
is, according to the Standing Order quoted
by you, the House itself. Now as to the
amending of the questions. You gave as
your reason, Sir, that they 'contained unhe-
coining expressions. Let me examine the
alterations which were made in my first ques-
tien. In that question you hlave caused to
be struck out the following words:-

their efforts to supplant white labour
by Asiatics.

The ''their'' refers to the licensee and the
proprietor of the Esplanade Hotel. The
allusion is to the efforts of the licensee and
the proprietor to supplant white labour by
Asiatics.

'Mr. Underwood: That is not a question at
all.

Mr. McCALLUM: The reference is dis-
tinctly to the proprietor and the licensee of
the Esplanade Hotel. Now what is there in
that whic-h is unbecoming? What is unbe-
coining in my saying that the proprietor iad
licensee of the Esplanadle Hotel hlave put for-
ward efforts to supplaiit white labour by
A sia ti c? I ami not attempting to cast re-
flections on any member of the House or of
the 'Ministry, I ain not questioning their hon-
esty, or casting a slur on them in any way.
All J put forward is somec action on the part
of a publicn. What part of the Standing
Orders of this House gives you, Sir, authority
to protect a publican? Is there any regula-
tion which gives you authority to protect
anybody at all outside the HouseI The
Standing Orders distinctly set out to give
protection to bon. members. When referring
to people outside, members can call them all
sorts of names, canl even libel them, and ac-
tion cannot lie against any meumber using
libellous terms against outsiders, so long as
those terms are used in this Chamber. This
publicain is protected against me by you. I
am not allowed to refer *to hium as having
put forward efforts to supplant white labour
hy Asiatics. What is there in the terni which
is unbecoming! It is merely a, statement of
fact, the declaration of a truth. How can it
be held that a declaration of truth is unbe-
coming? In question No. 2 you have struck
out the words ''warlike arrangements includ-
ing armed forces, barbed wire entanglements,
field hospital, and the parading of the police
force in battle array displayed." You have

struck out those words. I want to know from
you wha-t there is in those words which is
uitbecoming? They are merely a statement
of what has occurred. The government have
admitted that. It has appeared in the public
Press, has been criticised. With my friend,
the Leader of the Opposition, I was in the
Eastern States when the happenings at the
JEsplanade Hotel, Perth, were reported in
each of the daily papers over there. It was
the laughing-stock of public men in big cities
wmhere time hion. member and I were touring.
f~xerybody knows that it was done; accord-
ig to Press reports, it was open to the gaze
of about 12,000 people. Hlow, then, can it
be said that this statement of fact in my
question is unbecoming? The only reason
you, Sir, have given for altering the question
by rnling out portions of it is that those por-
tions are unbecoming. That is the only point
I have to answer. No other reason has been
given. If there were other reasons, I take it
you would have embodied them in your rul-
ing. I say that your action in ruling out
those questions has prevented me front getting
the information which I require. I can con-
ceive a position where the Government would
be compelled to take action and use the police
force in circumstances which would prevent
we from taking any exception to their action.
That has often happened. But what I want
the declaration of the Govertiment upon, is
the extrnordinary arrangements that were
made, the extraordinary display of force that
occurred at the Esplanade Hotel. I want to
kinow if I am not to state the facts as they
occurred, and to put the question in such a
way that it will produce the information I
require. If I ai nnot to do that, hlow am I
to get the inforumation? The Government ad-
muit, everybody knows, that barbed wire en-
tanglements were used, that the police were
armed, that a folly equipped field hospital
was there, with a nurse in attendance. ,Those
are admitted facts. Yet, when I repeat those
facts, I amn told that I have used unbecoming
expressions. If I want information about
barbed wire entanglements, how am I to get
it? Aum I to refer to the barbed wire en-
tanglements as spring mattresses? If I wish
to refer to bayonets, am I to speak of them
as toothpicks? Why am T debarred from
stating a clear truth in asking for the par-
ticulars I require? I want to know in what
way you, Sir, find the terms used unbecom-
ig? You are casting'-a grave reflection on
the Government in implying that those state-
nients are so outrageous that they are not
to be used, that I must not whisper
them or give notice of them, although
the Government amit having done those
things. If it is so bad that I dare not
put the question, what kind of reflection
is it on the Government, who admit having
done those things? They have erected barbed
wire entanglements; they have armed- the
police; they have made a parade of a ifield
hospital with a nurse in attendance; and the

whole afflair is so outrageous that I dare not
whisper it in this House.
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The Minister for Mines: There is no neces-
sity to give you the information if you al-
ready know all these tiings.

Mr. McCALLUM: If I had been ruled out
on the Fe-co that the Government (lid not want
to give information already in my possession,
it would be different; but that was not the
reason given by thme Speaker, who said merely
that it was unbecoming. That Is the only
point I have to answer. I believe that owing
to ant action of a similar kind used by a Gov-
ernment in another State many years ago you,
SirI had to pay the penalty of the law, had
to stiffer anti put up with the imposition of
the law on you, and go through great priva-
tions. Now you are shocked merely at time
mention of this kind of thing which you
yourself had to put up with. What hase made
the alteration? Are we to be told that al-
though the Government go out and make this
kind of display a member is not to be al-
lowed to get up and mention the fact and
seek informuation relating to it? *Not only
did thme Government do these things, but at
least one member of the Goveranmeat'appears
to be proud of the fact. The Minister for
Mines, in his electoral campaign in Albany,
boasted that he had raised armed forces in
the country.

The Miinister for Mines: What has that to
do with the Speaker's ruling?

Hon. P. Collier: It is just as well that we
should have it.

Mr. McCALLUM: The Speaker has ruled
that I ant not ipernmitted to use the term

' 'armed forees,"' yet during his campaign
the Minister for Mines used words that were
reported in the Press in this way:-

When they marshalled their forces and
gave out their policy to 'the public and
those directly interested in that deliberate
attempt to make inroads on constituted au-
thority, they told those people distinctly
and definitely that there had to be an end
to that kind of thing. He had armed a few
mien, and had asked repeatedly whether, as
a matter of fact, that proper preparation
ade in connection with the Kalgoorlie

affair had not actually effected the preven-
tion of bloodshed rather than tend towards
bringing it about.
The 'Minister for Mfines: Hear, hear!
Mr. Carter: That was said in Albany, not

in the House.
Mr. MeCALmLUM: The Minister boasted

that lie had armed men, and went on to refer
to bloodshed. I have not gone that far, but
have simply referred to armed forces.

The 'Minister for Mlines: Compare the two
of uts. I think you look more bloodthirsty
than I do.

Hon. P. Collier: You always do your fight-
ing by proxy.

Air. McCALLUM: T do not want to argue
as to which is the more ferocious, the Minis-
ter for Mimncs or myself. All I am doing is to
state plain facts, which apparently the Min-
ister is proud of; and you, Sir, say it is so
awful a thing that it must not be mentioned

in the House. What sort of a reflection is
that -on the Ministry? The Minister for
Mines boasted that he had given a lead to
the rest of Australia in arming forces. -May
I not be allowed to use the same termis here?
I do not know what the House itself would
class as unbecoming expressions, but I find
that in the House of Conmmons the following
terms were used in questions referring to
Irish affairs, ''arson,' ''I looting,'' ''to,-
tare,'' "murder.' Those terms, relating to
affairs ill freland, are permitted in the
House of Commons. In connection with
Anirita, the expression ''wholesale bloody
massacre' was used.

Hon. P. Collier: What would our Speaker
say to that?

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes, what would have
happened had I used such a phrase as that in
my question? I. find ahoD that in the other
branch of this Parliament, on the same day
as I put my question, this question was
asked-

On whose authority were the police
armed with guns and fixed bayonets on
Sunday, 26th June, 1921, in front of the
Esplanade Hotel, Perth?

No exception was taken to that question, and
it was duly answered yesterday. The next
queition you, Sir, have ruled out, was as fol-
lows: -

Irt view of the frequency with which
armed forces have of late been called into
industrial disputes, is it to be taken as the
set policy of the Government to take sides
with employers and prepare to shoot down
workers who may be in dispute with their
employers?

I wanted a declaration of policy on the part
of the Government on that point. The Gov-
ernment admit that they have armed forces
and served out ball cartridges. The public
know that the Government have paraded the
police with fixed bayonets,' and provided hos-
pital arrangements, and I want to know why
those ball cartridges were served out to the
police force if not to shoot down workers.
I want to know why the police have beet,
armed, why the display of force, why the ar-
rangements for the hospital. Were those ar-
rangeients made to shoot down the workers?
Am I not entitled to ask that? I want to
inform the Premier through you that I asked
the question-I do not think the Premier or
any of his colleagues took exception to it-
Folely' with the desire to get an expression of
the Governmnirt's intention. My advice to
the trades unionists of this State will largely
depend on the declaration of Governmnent
policy on that particular point. I think that
is of some importance, the future policy of
the trade unionists of this State. We have
had the exhibition here, not in one instance
but in several, of armed forces being called
out and ball cartridges issued and hospital
arrangements made; and now I want to
know if that ha been done with the delb-
erate intention of shooting down workers.
The information will weigh largely with me
in the advice which I will give to the trades
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-unionists as to their future policy, but I am
lnt permitted to have it.

Mr. Carter: I[s that -a promise or a
-threat?

Mr. MeCALLUM: I am not particular
which way the hon. member takes it. I
want to know what the policy of the Gov-
-erment is on that score. They admit hav'-
ing done everything that I have set oat. I
propose at a later stagc to give expression
to my views in connection with these hap-
penings,. and to say what is in my mind
and what I think the attitude of the trades
unionists should be. I will state that
definitely and clearly and will give the
Mouse an opportunity of knowing where I
stand in that connection. These briefly are
the reasons which have prompted me to
move in the direction of disagreeing with
the Speaker's ruling. The Speaker only
gave one reason for declaring that these
questions were unbecoming, and if they
were unbecoming to the House they were
certainly not unbecoming to any member
of the Government in view of what I
quoted as having taken place in the House
of Commons and elsewhere. I have not
attempted to reflect in any way on any
member of the Ministry or on any memiber
of the House. If there was a reflection it
was ngainst the publican, and I know of
no Standing Orders which will protect a
publican from any question which may be
asked in this Chamber. With regard to the
two authorities quoted by the Speaker,
neither of themn gives the Speaker the
power to rule out a question. Both authori-
-ties state that the Speaker has the power
to amend, but neither gives the power to
rule out, and both declare that the onl
authority which can rule out such a mattr
is the House itself. Therefore I conten
that the Speaker has usurped functions
which belong to the House as a whole.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James MAitchell
-orthamn) [5.4]: It is not my intention
to more than briefly reply to the remarks
of the hon. member who has submitted the
motion. It is true that we can say any-
thing we like in this Chamber And that we
are given protection for whatever remarks
we may make here, While that protection
is given to us it is expected that we will
not abuse it by saying of people' ontsido
things that are not true. We have that
protection and we are expected to exercise
care in regard to any remarks we may
make. Of course anything that we may say
about each other in the Chamber can be
dealt with on the spot. It should be real-
ised by hon. members that that is the posi-
tion. It is true that any hon. member has
a perfect right to ask questions, but the
opportuuity should not be taken to make a
statement while asking those questions-
The hon. useniber has declared that he made
a statement in submitting his question, and
he said it was a statemnit of fact. So far
as the Goiernment are concerned there is

[1

no objection whatever to answering any
questions or letting lion. menibers have any
information they may desire. The hion.
member has told us that he will take an
early opportunity, presunmably onl the
Address-in -reply, of declaring his views.
That is all right. He has a perfect tight
to do so, And that will be the proper timte
to air those views.

kML . McCallum: I have not yet given mly
views on the question. I said that my
views would depend upon your declaration.

The PREMIER: The present is not tie
tine to discuss the Esplanade question, but
the time will conic when the hon. member
will be able to make full use of the oloportu-
nity. r was glad to hear himi say that tho
ruling of the Speaker should be upheld.

Hon, T. Walker: 'Who said that?
The PREMIER: Not onl this question,

but he said speaking generally that control
by the Speaker should be upheld by the

Hon. P. Collier: Whether the Speaker hie
right or wrong?

The PREMIER: Generally.
Hon. P. Collier:- Everybody agrees w~ith

that if the Speaker is right.
The PREMIER: I agree with that to..

The hon, member hss, however, argued
that only the House has the right to alter
questions.

Mr. -McCallum;: T did not say that.
The PREMIER: It has been the custom

here that questions should be considered
or disaillowed by the Speaker and this is
the first timne that any exception has been
taken to the exercise of that power. I
suppose if the mnotion be carried it will
mean that the Standing Orders will have
to be Altered.

Mr. W"illeock- No, they will have to be
interpreted correctly.

The PREMIER: If hon. nmenmbers will
read Standing Order 108 they will see that
these words occur:-

In putting .any such questions no
argument or opinion shall be offered, nor
any facts stated except so far as may be
necessary to explain such question.
Mr. Troy: That is all the bon, mnember

did.
The PREMIER: I am not going to discuss

the merits or demerits of the matter. The
Standing Order declares all that may be
done, and if in the opinion of the Speaker
Morn than that-is attempted, the Speaker
has a perfect right to alter the question.
Our object in asking questions is to gatin
information. If we wish to make state-
nients, as my friend has dlone this after-
noon, we can do so on other occasions. It
is right that questions should be asked only
for the purpose of gaining information. IT
was not necessary for aunne in this Cham-
ber to ask whether the police were at the
Esplanade Hotel on that particular Sun-
day. Everybody knew that they were
there. Then further, Standling Order 109!
provides that "a membher shall not debate
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the matter to which the same refers.'' So
It will be seen, that not only is the question
controlled by the Speaker, but the Minister
in giving his answer is also controlled
by the Standing Order. I have eadeavoured
to allow that the question must be bona fide
and merely for the sake of seeking informa-
tion. The position is miade even, more clear
by thle "Manual of the House of Common;''
12th edition, page 61, wherein it is set out-

The proper object of a question is to
obtain information on a matter of fact
within the special cognisance of the mem-
her to whom it is addressed. Thle right to
ask a question is governed by the following
rules: (1) A question must not publish
any Dame or statement not strictly neces-
sary to make the question intelligible, (2)
If a question contains a statement, the
member asking it must make himself re-
sponsible for the accuracy of the state-
ment, (3) A question most not contain any
argument, inference, imputation, epithet or
ironical expression.

Thait makes the position very clear, and if
we keep within the four corners of that we
shall always be on safe ground. I may also
quote a passage from) Blaekinore 's ''Practice
ot the*House of Commons'' on this question.
We find there, on page 126, this quotation-

The rule as to die language of questions
is very strict. No argument or opinion
shall be offered, nor any facts stated, ex-
cept so far as may be necessary to explain
suech question. The object of this is to
prevcent the use of such language or state-
,,ents, by means of a question, which aight
lead to debate.

We hiave always observed this rule. At any
rate we ]lave done so dluring my 15 years'
Parliamentary experience, and we have never
questioned the right of thle Speaker to amiend
o;-, if necessary, suppress a question. I can
quote further our Standing Order 106, which
has already been read, and also thle following
passage from ''May,'' 10th edition, page
23-2, which reads-

As the Notice Paper is published by
authority of the House, a notice of motion,
or of a question to be put to a member,
containing unbecoming expressions, in-
fringing its rulesI or otherwise irregular,
may, under the Speaker's authority, be
corrected by thle Clerks at the Table.
Mr. Troy: Where does it say it may be

omitted!
The PREMIER: These alterations if

necessary are submitted to the Speaker or
to the member who gave notice of the ques-
tion. At any i-ate I am not going to argue
,with thle e-Speaker.

Mr. Troy: I an' not the ex-Speaker. I
an, the mneuber for Mfount Magnet.

The PREMIERE I remember the bon.

gentleman as a Speaker for many years.
The application of the rules, I repeat, is a

matter for the Speaker. A member has the
means by which he call question the ruliug
of the Speaker. Personally I have no oh-

jection whatever to questions being asked,
but if I had been Speaker I would hlave
taken exception to the form in which the
hon. member's questions w-ere submitted. I
heard themt read in their original form to-
dlay for the first time. I hope the House
will uphold the Speaker's ruling. I believe-
it will.

Hon. P. Collier: Rightly or wrongly, the
House always does.

The PREMIER: No. If the Speaker were
wrong I am sure he would be the first to
admit it.

Hon. P. Collier: In the ]inst Parliament lhe
was certainly wrong.

H0. . C . Angwin: And hie acted against
the advice of the Attorney General.

The PREMIER: I do not know what the
Attorney General would ay onl this question.

Hon. P. Collier: How could you be ex-
pected to know when you have not an At-
torney GeneralI

The PREIER: I think the House will
uphold the Speaker's ruling because the ease
imade out by the hall. member is a very poor
one, He has admitted that is question con-
tained statements. Of course hle contends
that they were statements of fact, but that
does not alter the position. He admits lie
did nmake a statement.

Mfr. 'McCallun,: The Speaker is not object-
ing to all that matter.

The PREMIER: Having admitted so
much, the hon. member ought to withdraw
hits motion. He has ventilated his grievance
and, having done that, should be satisfied.
If the motion does go to a division, I hope
Mr. Speaker's ruling will be supported.

Ron. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [5.151:
The Standing Order under which you, Mr.
Speaker, have acted gives you powver'both
to expunge or to amend any question put
by hon. members. Standing Order 106
says-

.If any notice contains unbecoming ex-
pressions, the House may order that it
shall not be printed, or it may be ex-
punged from the Notice Paper, or
amended by order of the Speaker.
IMr. 'McCallum: That is not the punctua-

tion.
Hon. T, WALKER, The punctuation is

as I have read it. That is to say, the first
''or"'is disjunctive.

If any notice contains unbecoming ex-
pressions, the House may order that it
shall not be printed or it may be
expunged from the Notice Paper, or
amended by order of the Speaker.
Mr. Troy: Three different propositions!.
Nion. T. WALKER: That is not the point

I am going to take. The Standing Order
clearly gives power to expunge or to amend,
and also gives the House the power. That
is borne out by other authorities such as
'May'' and the ''Manual of the House of

Commons.'' The point is whether you, Mr.
Speaker, have exercised your discretion.
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The only point we have to consider is
whether you have shown a tendency to
wrongly interpret the phrases shown in the
question. If your reasoning last night was
correct, and you objected to the question
placed on the business paper by the memii
ber for South Fremantle as being unbecom-
lug, then I think no member of this House
would support you. There is not a member
who, in his calm momlents, could read these
questions deliberately and say they were
unbecoming. Unbecoming of what4 The
questioner unbecoming as a member of this
House, or the question unbecoming to the
person who had to answer it? Was the
>question unbecoming as a matter of man-
noes to the House? It was not. It cannot
be said that that was the case. In the
exercise of authority to expunge-it is sup-
posed if this authority be exercised that it
shall be exercised with due regard to the
iights of this Chamber-this authority
should not be exercised at the whim of the
Speaker. It should not be done to show
any bias in favour of any section of the
cemmunity or by way of preventing any
section of the community being wounded
by the directness of the question. It has
to be done purely in the protection, not in
the abrogation, of the rights and privileges
of members of this House. Let us take the
question that you expunged-

in view of the frequency with which
armed forces have of late been called
into industrial disputes, is it to be taken
as tire set p)olicy of the Government to
take sides with employers and prepare to
shoot down workers who may be in dis-
pute with their employers?
The Premier: We do not shoot down

people. It should not be necessary to ask
that qucstion.

Hon. T. WALKEjR: The Premier can
simply answer it in the negative.

Hon. P. Collier: It is no reason why it
should not appear on the Notice Paper.

Hon. T. WALKER: There is no reason
why it should not be answered. It is at
reasonable supposition, for there has been
slown in other parts of the world the inten-
tion of Governments to take sides with
certain classes or sections of the eomnmu-
Pity, and to phece others at the mercy of
that class.

The Premier: We must preserve law ant
order, and do no more.

Ilon. T, WALKER: It must be fair-sided
law sad order. It must not be law and
order for one side.

The Premier: We know no side.
Hon. T. WALKER: Thou the question

cannot offend the Premier.
The Premnier: It does not offend me in

the slightest.
Hon. T. WALKER: To whom can it refer

ii' the way of giving offence? Where is
the offence? It is a simple question. It Is
a conceivable course that Governments
ray take. They give arms to particular
powers and forces in the community for

the protection of one section of the comn-
mrunity. It is a reasonable thing to ask,
'"Is that the policy of this Government?''

The Premier: It is not a fair thing to
ask; it is obviously unfair.

Hon. T. WALKER: It may rankle in the
breasts of some when questions of this kind
are asked, but not in the case of the Pre-
ruler. In the ease of many there is a
residuum of consciousness which is stirred
by being confronted with an expression of
truth by way of questions put in this form.
That is the fault of those who take that
view of the case. It does not, however,
opp)ly to the Premier. There is certainly
nothinrg unbecoming in asking the Premii~r
if this is his policy. The answer is in thle
negative. ''It is not, it never was, and]
never will be the policy of the Govern-
inn. Surely we have the right to knowv
what the policy of the Government is.
There is no disguising the fact, for it is
tiue. that the guns, the sabres and the
cartridges are in the harns of one section
and that section is not the workers. Too
often also they are used to subdue, humili-
ate, crash and incapacitate the workers. I
have in mind numerous instances in
AmericaI a civilised country, where that
sort of thing is done. Surely we want to
know if this is the policy in Westei n
Australia tinder the rule of the existing
Government. Nothing but a thinness 'if
skin wvould prevent such questions being
,answered, and answered in such a way' as
the Government can answer when they get
their best men upon the job. There is
nothing unbecomiing in that question. The
danger is !lhat, because one likes to put the
interpretation upon a quest ion that it is
unbecoming, and hurts someone's feelings,
and you, Sir, have the power to suppress
that question altogether, the time may
come when something of extremely vital
importance and urgency may be struck off
the Notice Paper, and tbe public deprived
of the information they seek through their
members here. It is not the member for
South Frenmantle who speass In this matter.
I know he is voicing the questioning of
thousands,' and he has put it in this form
for the purpose of giving the Government
a chance of expressing their views and
their policy on this matter. Therefore it
is not the hon. member who is concerned.
It is the general public behind the hon.
member that we have to consider. fleeaust
you think it will hurt someone's feelings, en
iA unbecoming, it does not savour too ni-eeW'
of your appreciation of good taste. If you
have the right to put your pencil through a
question to prevent the public from obtain-
ing certain information, you do wrong. You
deprive the people of their representntion ill
this CI'anilber. You gag their representative.
)You prevent him from doing his duty to tlhe

ouse and to the country. That is the dan-
ger. For better is it to be a little more lib-
eralI and not so thin-skinned, than to take
action of this kind and suppress informiation

87
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of the worst possible character. In the other
ease the question was asked, ''What has been
the cost to the taxpayers of this State for the
police protection afforded to the proprietor
and the licensee of the Esplanade Hotel in
their efforts to supplant white labour by
Asiatics.. What is wrong with that; what
is unbecoming or false about it?

The Premier: It is unnecessary.
Hon. T. WALKER: Why?
The Premier: To ask for such information.
H~on. T2. WALKER: It is to gain informa-

tion upon that very point. It is essential.
This is explanatory.

The Premier: I do not think so.
Hon. T2. WALKER: 'What is the dispute

about? Who knows what the dispute was?
Nothing could be more general than the word
''dispute'' Let us know what it was. It
was then stated definitely and we know what
it is about. It was a definite effort to sup-
plant white labour with Asiatics. That was a
definite effort which succeeded.

Air. Underwood: It is a definite statement,
not an effort.

Hon. T2. WALKER: Undoubtedly. It is a
statement which enables us to know what we
ore asking about. If the question had merely
mentioned the word "dsut, it might
have referred to any dispute. A dispute is
a vague word applied to a thousand different
commotions. This statement was no more
than explanatory of the protec .tion which was
to be afforded, a protection due to efforts to
supplant white labour by Asiatics.

Mr. Underwood: That is a statement.
Hon. T. WALKER: It clearly defines what

we are asking about. I disagree with your
ruling, not because I want to lessen you
power or challenge your right to rule out of
order questions that are clearly of the char-
acter "et forth in the Standing Orders as ob-
jectionable. I fail to see, however, that the
qilestiolis under discussion come within that
category' or that the questions are either un-
becoming or inadojissable on that ground.
The words which have b~een ruled out of order
are essentially necessary in order to make
the serome of the questions perfectly clear.
Hon. nmembers are entitled to do that. We
are entitled to ask questions which may be
worrying or exasperating, but that is no rea-
son wvhy they should be suppressed, particu-
larly when the references are such as are
netessary.i to make them intelligent to the
outsidle public, as well as to make the mean-
ing of the questioner petrfectly clear. It does
not matter how we feel regarding the matter
contained in the question, for that is not the
point. Everyone has the right to ask ques-
tions and to have in those questions relating
to current affairs so much as is necessary to
make them perfectly plain. The only reason
the Speaker gave last night for altering the
questions was that those portions which had
been deleted were unbecoming. I do not
agree with that view and I shall be obliged
to vote with the member for South Fremantle
as I desire to protect the rights of every mem-
ber here. In addition I desire to protect the
Chair. The Chair may do an injury to the

good government of this Chamber. If wise-
decisions are not given and wise judgments
are not exercised, we will lose our respect
for the Chair. It is my respect for the Chair
as an institution that compels me to vote for
the mnotion.

'.%r. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [5.33]: I in-
tend to support your ruling Mr. Speaker, and
I am pleased that you have given that rul-
ing. I think such a ruling should have
been given years ago. The object -a
nmnmber has in asking a question is to gain
information and if you put something in the
tail in the nature of a statement of fact or
alleged fact, then it does not constitute a
question. In one of the questions which the
member for South Fremantle has brought
forward, there is a statement in the tail of
it regarding the shooting down of people. No
one hais been shot down-anyhow, not yet.

Mr. Corboy: It will he had luck for you
if it starts.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: And for you, because
I can still htold a gun straight. 'Tever mind
about you having been at the War.

Mr. Carboy: I can run lpretty well.
Mr. IYNDBRWOOD: It is just as well.

We have come to a stage where this matter
should be clearly defined. For the past 15
years I have heard questions asked wvhich
have embodied statements and those ques-
tions should always have been ruled out. On
every occasion I have asked a question 1
have merely sought information and I have
never put at the end of my question any
statement of fact or alleged fact.

Mr. Corboy: You will be growing wings
soon.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No doubt the men,-
ber for South Fremntle does not know the
conditions uinder which it is possible for him
to make any statements he likes in this
House. It is perhaps unknown to him that
there are numerous opportunities available
for making statenments and in addition one
is not liable for any statement lie makes on
the floor of the House. In incorporating the
extra assertion, the hon. member's question
beeame a statement, not a question. Tn ad-
(lition to the Address-in-reply, the lion, men,-
ber can inoke any statement he desires deal-
ing with this or other matters on the Esti-
mates and on many other occasions. That is
where such informiation as he has inserted in
his question should be dealt with and cer-
tainly not in a question. I appreciate the
decision 'Mr. Speaker has given. When I was
addressing a meeting in the bock country
a man got up and put a question to me some-
thing like that which the bon. mnenmber for
South Fremnantle has put to the House. My
chairman immediately said, '"Hold on there,
are you asking a question or telling a tale"'?
Is the member for South Fremnantle asking
a question or has he told a tale? Most de-
cidedly he has tried to tell a tale by way of
a question, and that is not permissible ac-.
cording to the Standing Orders. I hope your
ruling will be upheld.
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Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [5.38]: 1 sup-
port the motion dissenting from your ruling,
Mir. Speaker, though not because I desire to
embarrass you or to take away from your
authority in this Chamber. In disallowing
this question, however, you have gone too far.
I do not deny that there are occasions when
the Speaker has seen fit to amiend questions.
I have looked through these questions under
discussion, but I fail to see any serious rea-
sons why they should have been disallowed
on the ground that they are unbecoming.

Mr, Underwood: That is not the question.
Air. TROY: The Speaker gave the reason

for his action when hie stated last night that
be had deleted the words because they were
unbecoming. I admit that nothing may be
contained in a question which rpfieqts upon
a Minister's property, his integrity, morality
or honesty. In such a case as that, the in.
elusion of such words would be resented by
members of this House. The member for
South Prentantle has not incerded in his
question anything of such a nature

Mr. Underwood: TIe told a tale.
Mr. TROY: The member for South Fre-

mantle is justified in including some explana-
tion to render the meaning of his questions
clear to the House and the community at
large. His references deal with a statement
of fact andl should not have been disallowed.
The Premier has quote'] authorities and rules
in support of the ruling given by Mr.
Speaker showing that statements are not al-
lowed to be included in the questions. The
rules governing qu, stioas include the follow-
ing:-

The question must not publisir any names
or statements not strictly necessary to
munke the question intelligible.

If the quetition contains a statement the
miember asking it must make himself re-
F'ponsible for the accuracy of that state-
meat.

The words whichi have been deleted from the
question were necessary to make the
question intelligible, and those portions do
not reflect upon the Mlinisters of the Crown.
Then, again, we have been told by no less
an authority than the member for Pilbara
that a question must not contain a statement.
I unhesitatingly say that a question can con-
tain a statement, and in proof of that I -wilt
refer to a question which I asked the Min-
ister for Mines yesterday. The question con-
tained the following-

Having in view the depressed state of
the mining industry and the necessity of
initiating a vigorous and progressive po-
licy. .. .. .

That is a question of fact and it was not dis-
allowed. I included that statement for the
express purpose of making the question more
intelligible. Why was that question not disal-
lowed on the ground that it contained a state-
ment? I can also quote questions which hare
been asked by the member for Pilbara which
have contained very definite statements, but
those questions were not disallowed. In
objecting to your ruling, I would point out

31,r. Speaker, that there is a tendency on the
part of human beings in the enjoyment of
power to abuse that power, and it would be
a regrettable thing for this House if in as-
serting the authority vested in you, you re-
fused to afford the minority in the Chamber
that protection which we are given by the
Standing Orders. I disagree with the Pre-
mnier 's. stateument that the ruling of the
Speaker should not he disagreed with. When.
I was Speaker I had some misgivings when
my rulings were challenged, but I took con-
solation in the fact that in the House of
Commons the rulings of the Speaker there
were disagreed with. This is a very neces-
sary safeguard, because Speakers may abuse
the greet powers that are vested in
thenm, and the Premier is not giving
good adviice when he advises mnembers
that they shmould a]lways support the
Speaker's ruling. IF, for one, will never at-
tack the Speakcer in regard to his honour or
fairness unless, of course, I have proof to the
contrary. But I do say that it is in the in-
terests of the Government, who one dlay will
again be in the minority, to see that no
Speaker sets uip a custom which is in defiance
of our Standing Orders and of the practice
of tle House, merely because it meets with
the approval of the Government of the day.
It would be a very wrong thing indeed, and
if that coursk, were frequently adopted, the
House would degenerate.

The Minister for Mines: You do not sug-
gest that it will occur on this occasion.

Mr. TROY: I know that it has occurrad'in
this House before, and the 'Minister knows it
too; there was a. tine in the history of the
party led by the hon. member himself. How-
ever, I am merely referring to the Premier's
statement that we should always support the
ruling of the Speaker. I shall do so when-
ever I consider it right, but whenever I think
there is a tendency on the part of the Speaker
or some official t0 abuse the power he enjoys,
I shall protest. Any man occupying a posi-
tion is inclined to abuse his power when that
power is placed in his own hands. My chief
objection, Sir, is that you have disallowed a
plain question. The question struck out
was-

In view of (he frequency with which
armed forces have of late been called into
industrial disputes, is it to be taken as the
set policy of the Government to take sides
with employers and prepare to shoot down
workers who may be in dispute with their
employers f

There is nothiing in the tone Af those words
to which exception can be taken. The Gov-
ernment. might resent with indignation any
suggestions that they would he guilty of such
an action, but the fact that the Government
would resent it does not justify you in re-
fusing to allow the question to be asked. In
the British House of Commons questions have
been asked with regard to the B3ritish armies
in Mesoputamia, India, Persia and Ireland,
which questions were resented by the Govern-
ment, but the Speaker did ut disallow them..
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We shell have reached a bad pass indeed if
it be laid down that a question, which might
be resented by the Oovernment, shall not be
permitted to be asked in this House. It wfll
mecan that this House is of the opinion that
the minority hav-e no rights, much less priv-
ileges, in this House. In striking out that
question, Sir, you exceeded the powers con-
ferred on you by the House and by the Stand-
ig Orders of the House. I have looked up
"May," following on your ruling of yester-

dlay, in order to ascertain whether a Speaker
has ever struck out a notice. When a notice
publicly given is obviously irregular or unbe-
coming the Speaker has interposed and the
notice has not been received in that form.
That is about the worst that has been done.
This' notice, however, has been disallowed
entirely.

Mr. Hiekmott: Was not it merely amended?
Mr. TROY. No, it was disallowed.
Hon. P. Collier: Have you been up in the

country, dad?
Mr. TROY: A notice of motion may not

he permitted if it is designed to cause annoy-
ance. It has beea said that the Minister for
Mines, when speaking at Albany, made much
capital out of the fact that he had armied
certain persons and provided ball cartridges.
The Minister made use of this fact and put
it forth as his policy at an election, and in
view of what has transpired in this country
during the last few yearsI it was quite pos-
rible that that was the policy of the Govern-
mieat. The member for South Fremantle ('Mr.
McCalluin) has a perfect right to ask the
Government, one of whose 'Ministers has al-
ready asked the approval of the people on
tie ground that he armed certain force, a
question of this character. In view of what
happened at Kalgoorlie when rifles were sent
up and people were rm-ed, and in view of
what has happened in this country in the last
fan- years, this question is wvell within the
line. The chief objection I take to your rful-
in, Sir, is that you have disallowed a ques-
tion which should been admitted. I do not
Say you have done it because of any hostility
to members on this side of the House. I
think you have exercised your own jndg-
nent, but in my opinion your judgment was
in error on this occasion. I, therefore, regret
that 1 must vote for the motion.

lion. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.50]: T
have no desire to labour the question, be-
cause I think the case put forward by the
ininher for South Fremantle. (Mr. -
C'allunm) who moved the motion, and the
speeches made in support of the motion,
amply justify it being carried by this
House. I regret that, at the opening of a
ncew Parliament, any member of tile Opposi-
tion Should find himself in -conflict with
your ruling. I think I can say'i that througl-
out all the years I have been a member of
tis Rouse, I have invariably supported
the ruling of the (ltair. Wherever a inem-
ber can conscientiously suppart the Chair,
it is very deirable that this should be done,

but I dissent entirely front the proposition
of the Premier that in all. cases-

Hon. T. Walker: Right or wrong.
lion. P. C OLLIER Yes, right or

wrong-
The 'Minister for _Mines: The Premier di-i

not say that.

H-on. P. COLLIER: Hie did not use those
precise words, I admit, but it was the only
reasonable inference to be drawn from his
statemnent, nametly, that on all occasions it
is thle duty of the majority of the members
of the House to support the ruling of the.
Chair. That would be a very false attitude
to adopt. It would not be desirable eNven
in the interests of the Speaker, and if
pursued for a number of years, it would
load' to the whittling away of the rights
and privileges of individual members of
this House. I need not remind the older
members of the House at any rate how
jealou sly the rights and privileges of m~emn-
bors are guarded. I need not remind you
of it, Sir, because I remember when you
were oa the floor of the House, especially
in the Opposition ranks, no member more
vigorously or strenuously fought for the
rights and privileges of hon. members. So,
I hope we are not going to start off this
flist session of the new Parliament by put-
ting too fine a point upon questions which
may be asked. It might be, as has already
been stated, that a question may be sub-
nlitted not in the best taste, but that of
itself is not justification for ruling it out
of order. The member for Pilbara (Mr.
U7nderwood), who of course is an authority
on all questions, says rhis question is out
of order because it contains a statement of
fact. I would draw the lion. miember's
attention to question N'o. 11 in to-day's
Votes and Proceedings asked by myself of
the Minister for Railways yesterday. I
asked-

Is hie aware that a number of passeti-
gers were compelled to stand in the
corridors and on the platforms through-
out the night journey to Perth in additiona
to compartments being disgracefully
overt-rowded

There is a statement of fact.

Tic 'Minis9ter for Mfinle: I couldl not have
given you any information unless you had
stated that.

Hon. P. C~OLLIER: Quite s-o. I deelared
that the compartments were disgracefully
overcrowded.

Mr. Tray: Could not you have excluded
the ward ''disgracefully'?

Hon. P. COLLIER -: Yes. If we are
going to puOt too fine a point on the inter-
pretaition of what is unbecoming it night
be said that the ward ''Overcrowded'' was
unbtecoming.

Han. T1. Walker: In fact, you might have
contented yourself with using the word
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Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so. I also
asked-

W~ill he cause the matter to be
thoroughly sifted and ascertain who was
responsible for such callous indifference
to passengers' interests?

There is another declaration. "Who was
responsible for such callous indifference to
passengers' interests?" There is comment
in that qnc~stiooD. I made a declaration that
someone was responsible for callous in-
difference to passengers' interests. Callous
indifference! I do not know how it escaped
the eyes of those who censor the questions
if they put such a fine point on the mean-
lag of "unbecoming.'' If, as you say,
questions hare been ruled out because they
were unbecoming, then I must conside~r
myself very lucky indeed to have secured
the approval or endorsement of these ques-
tions. Now take the question which has
been) ruled out. It might be well to admit
for the moment that, in asking the question
with regard to the Esplaunade Hotel, it was
not essential for the lion. meniber 's purpose
to add the nords ''in tlcir efforts to sup-
plant white labour by Asiatics. " The hion.
member could have obtained the informa-
tion hie desired without making that addi-
tion, which might he considered as some-
thing in the nature of a comment. I hold
most strongly that the question which has
beeni ruled out was entirely in order. It
beginus-

In view of the frequency, with which
armied forces have of late been called
into indutstrial disputes-

There is nothing wrong with that portion
of tine question. Without entering into the
merits of what has heena done, it is common
knowledge that armed forces have been
used in industrial disputes. For the sake
of argument, we may say that they have
heel] properly used, although that is not
mv c ontontion. It is a fact, however,' that
armed forces have been used on more than
one occasion recently in connection with
industrial disputes, and so the lion. mein-
her, in order to obtain the information he
desired, commrenced his question in that
form-

Tin -view of the frequency with which
armed forces have of late been called
into industrial disputes, is it to be taken
as the set policy of the Government to
take sides with employers and prepare,
to shoot down workers who may be in
dispute with their employesa

What is there unbecoming, what is there
wArong, or where is there any contravention
of the Standing Orders that an hon. mem-
ber may not ask the Minister the policy
of the Governmeat in a given set of cir-
cumstances? That is what the member for
South Fremantle has done. He desires to
know the policy of the Government ia a
set of circumstaaces which ha mentioned.
I admit at once that I do not charge you,
Sir, nor do I insinuate or infer in any way

that you were actuated by other than
fair motives. I make no insinuation at
all of partiality or an unfairness of
attitude towards anty member of this
House with regard to this question, but
I do say that you have made an error
of judgment in tsking such a very fine
view of the questions that may be
asked. In support of your ruling, you quoted
to us passages from "May.'' The advice
given in " IMay " is based on the practice of
ninny centuries followed in the House of
Conmmons. I think your contention has
been well answered by the questions quoted
by the member for South Fremuantle. He
states that only during the past twelve
months a question was asked with regard to
the affair at Amritsar, when the words
''bloody massacre'' were used. If such a
terum as that can be used-others hare been
quoted in regard to doings in other parts of
the- world-and if they have passed Speakers
Of the House Of Commons, such compara-
ti'.ely mnild terms as those employed by the
lion. nieniber in his questions, and they are
njild by comiparison, might well have been
allowed to go through. Even if this question
were ruled out, and it had been amended in
sonic way, there might have been soume justi-
fication for such action. I hold, however,
that you committed a serious error of judg-
ment, one w-hich, if allowed, will limit the
rights and privileges of members of this
Rouse, and set a precedent which will per-
limps he quoted later en as showing that you
have committed a serious error of judgment
ilk entirely disallowing this question. I re-
gret to find mayself in conflict with your
ruling. It is the rights of niembers and not
of members as individuals ;vhich are affected.
Every nieniber has the right to ask questions
in order to elicit information on behalf of
the people lhe represents in this Chamber.
W~e are not here us individuals but as repre-
sentatives of different portions of the coni-
um11nity. In that capacity a member bas
certain rights and privileges, which are set
forth in the Standing Orders, and if we are
to err at all in maintaining those rights and
privileges, it would be wviser to err on the
side of leniency and not iii the way of re-
stricting the rights of mLembers.

Hon. T. Walker; Broad-minded judgment.
Mr. SPEAKCER: I have listened very

patiently to the remarks of the mover of the
motion, and also to the debate which fol-
lowed. I am pleased to know that the only
suspicion of bias on My part was suggested
in the remarks of the member for Southi Fre-
mantle. Later on he corrected those remarks.
lIeo suggested that I was biassed in my views
on this question, but I would teUl hon, mni-
hers that I ani not in any way biassed. I
an, here as Speaker to interpret the Standing
Orders, and to control the business of the
House lnudir the Standing Orders as I find
them. If I am guilty of anything, I am
guilty of not showing sufficient discretion in
giving my decision. There is no ruling oh-
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jected to. It is a matter concerning the
imotion moved in the following language:-

That the Speaker's action in mnutilating
and amending notices of questions, and
withholding notices of questions from the
Notice Paper, is a wrongful interference
with the rights and privileges of members
of this Hotise.

If I had, been guilty of wrongful interfer-
ence with the rights of this House, then the
motion should be carried. I have quoted
Standing Order 106, which, on the marginal
note, indicates what the order means, ''Un-
becoming notices expunged.'' The Standing
Order reads as follows:-

If any notice contains unbecoming ex-
pressions, the House inay order that it
shall not be printed, dr it may be expunged
from the Notice Paper, or amiended by
order of the Speaker.

I have not act uip the argument that there
was any unbecoming language in any of these
questions, but I do say, tnder the Standing
Orders as I interpret them, that there was
language unbecoming in a question. The
hon. nmember put forward the suggestion that
if this were allowed, members would be
ga gged. Time Standing Orders provide for
the asking of questions, and also provide how
these questions shall be put to the House,
and, in whtManner the Speaker or the
House shall decide as to these questions.
The Standing Orders also provide that when
a member desires to debate a question he must
do so on a substantive motion. When an hon.
nicmnber is addressing time House on a motion,
he is at liberty to say anything hie pleases,
irrmpective of whether he hutrts the feelings
of others outside the Chamber or not. Hie
speaks uinder these rafters with very great
privilege. There is no place in the world
nwhere one can speak with greater privilege
than under the roof of Parliament. I1 would
point out that the hen, miember's position in
putting a question, and his position in ad-
dressing himself to a motion before the Chair,
are two different things. Standing Orders
Nr'op. 8, 9, and 10 deal with the same matter.
These Standing Orders have been in exist-
ence for years, and have been acted upon
in this Chamber ever since I havo been here,
a matter of over 20 years. Similar Standing
Order-; have been used in the House of Comn-
mions for inny years, and] indeed in the Par-
liament of every English-speaking conmmunity
in the world- I ani not depndin_.r solely u11on1
the Standing Orders, but I am depending
upon every text book dealing with the con-
duct of thme business of Parliament, and am
supported by them. Hlaekmore says-

No argument or opinion shall be offered,
nor any facts stated, except so far as may
be necessary to explain such question. The
object of this is to prevent the use of such
language or Ptatement, by means of a ques-
tion, which aight lead to debate.

If hon. members will ponder over these au-
thorities, I think they will see that I am fully
justified in the action I have taken.

Hon. T. Walker: On the contrary!
Mr. Pickeriiig: All 1 can say is, if the

Rouse carries this motion, it wvill. mean that
mnembers are condemning their own Standing
Orders.

Hon. T. Walker: No.
Mx. SPEAXER: 'I cannot interpret them

in any other way.
Question put and negatived.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
Onl motion by Mr. Pickering, leave of ab-

sence for two weeks granted to the inember
for Williamns-Narrogia (Mr. J-ohnston) on the
ground of ill-health.

On motion by Mr. A. Thomson, leave of
absence for two weeks granted to the mem-
ber for Avon (Mr. Harrison) on the ground
of ill-health.

BILL--SUTJPLY, £1,640,320.

Statiding Orders Suspension.

The PREMNIER (without notice) moved-
That so much of the Standing Or~ders be

suspended as is necessary to enable resolu-
tions from the Committee of Supply and
Ways and Means to be reported and
adopted on the same day on which they
shall have passed those. Committees, and
also the passing of a Supply Bill through
all its stages in one day, and to enable the
business aforesaid to be entered uipon and
dealt with before the Address9-in-Reply is
adopted.
Mr. SPEAKER: Before putting the ques-

tion, I would inform members that it will be
necessary to have a majority of the House in
order to carry this motion, because it has been
moved without notice. I have counted the
Rouse and find there is a nmajority present,
and unless there is any negative vote, I will
declare the mnotion carried.

QLuest ion put and passed.

Sitting s9uspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

In Committee of Supply.
Debate resumed from the previous day on

the motion hy the Premier ''That there he
granted to His Majesty ont account of the
service of the year ending 30th June, 1922,
a stun not exceeding £C1,640,220,"1 and 'on the
amendment by Hon. P. Collier ''That the
amount be reduced by £530,000"; 'Mr. Stubhs
iii the Chair.

Amendment put, and a. division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes . .. - .12

Noes . .. . .. 14

Majority against .- 2
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MI r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwlin
Chesson
Clydesdale
Collier
Corboy
Heron
Lutey

Angelo
Blorland
Broun
Denton
flurack
Hlekmnott
H. K. Maley
Mian

AYEs.
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Walker
Mr. Willoock
Mr. Wilson
Mr. McCallumi

(Teller.)

Noes.
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Richardson
Mir. Scaddan
Mr. A. 'Thomnson
Mr. J. Thomson

Ai.Dve (Teller.)

Anienduient thuns negatived.

Qiiedtion put and passed.
Resolution reported, and the report

adopted.

In Conmmittee of Ways and Means.

Tf le PREMIER: (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northani) [7.39]: I move-

That towards making good the Supply
granted to His -Majesty for the service of
the year ending 30th June, 1922, a sum
miot exceeding £813,670 be granted from
thme Consolidated Revenue Fund, £500,000
from the General Loan Fund, £E20,000 from
the Grovernument Property Sales Fund,
f6,650) from the Land Improvement Loan
Fund, and £300,000 from the Public Ac-
count, fof the purposes of temporary ad-
vances to be made by the Colonial Treas-
urey.
Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-

mantle) [7.40]: Before that motion is car-
ried, I should like the Premier to give us
some assurance that during this session miom-
beng will be furnished with the reports and
balance sheets of the various undertakings
and enterprises in which the Govermtfent are
engaged. The Premier wvill agree with mue
when 1 say that there is something
radically wrong when one finds an in-
stitution like the A gricultural 'Bank,
which has approximately four millions
of public money under its control, failing to
present any report to Parliament since the
year 1918. The people's representatives arc
er'titled to know what is being done with the
public money, whether the money is wisely
expended or not. I repeat, there has been no
report fromn the Agricultural Bank since
191s. This scandalous state of affairs is di-
rectly contrary to the provisions of the Act
of Parliament governing the matter. The
Minister controlling the Agricultural Bank
is expected to see that the insxtitution's re-
port is piresented to Parliament every year

The Premier: It was here last Year.
Hon. 'W. C. ANGWIN: No; and I drew

the Premier's attention to the matter on the
last day of the session. I expected the re-
port to be here to-day, but it is not. The

State Trading Concerns Act lays it down
definitely that the audited accounts shall be
presented to Parliament before the 30111
September in each year. No such accounts
were piesented to Parliament last year for
1919-20. As yet, not one audited account re-
lative to the State trading concerns has been
presented to Parliament for that year.

The Premier: Are you quite sure of that?
Hon. W. CI. ANOWIN: Yes. I made in-

quiries yesterday. I wanted some of those
accounts yesterday, and T could get oly one
unaudited statement-a. statement referring
to the State Sawmills, and showing a net
pr-ofit of about £17,000. Hon. members may
recollect that the present Minister for Mines,
when Treasurer, used to be twitted almost
dlay after dlay by some of his present col-
leagues with the fact that those reports and
audited balance sheets were not presented.
As a. consequence, the Government that fol-
lowed the Labour Party in office introduced
legislation laying it down that reports and
audited accounts for these concerns should
be presented to Parliament before the 30th
September in each year.

The Minister for Mines: There are Some
of the State trading "oncerns as to which we
cannot poidibly do it. In the ease of the
State Steamship Service, for instance, we are
compelled to wait for accounts from the
Agent General.

Hon. AV. C. ANGWIN: Then let the legis-
lation be altered. Ministers have three
months to present the accounts of those con-
cerns , but the accounts have not yet been
pr-esented for one single concern. Last year
ParliamAent was furnished with typewritten
statements of accounts, unandited. As re-

' aids the State Implement Works, the Bova
quarries, and the State Briekworkts, we have
not yet been furnished with the true ac-
counts. This is a matter of urgency for
one reason: there prevails throughout West-
err. Australia at the present time a false im-
pression regarding the State trading con-
cerns. That is the reason whyv I want Par.
lianment to get the audited accounits. One
thing or the other has happened in regard to
the State trading concerns: either the Gov-
ernment have drawn from those concerns-
I an, not speaking only of the present Gov-
erunment, but of the various Governments
since 1916. since the passing of the State
Trading Concerns Aet-dishoncstly drawn
from thenm a total of £319,000 in addition to
interest, recoups, etc., or the State trading
concerns hayce made that amount of profit.
According to the returns for the year 1920-
21, published in the ''West Australian'' a?
the 13th July last-and that newspaper pre-
sumably gets its information from the Treas-
urv-smel is the position. The ''West Aus-
tralian'' would get its figurec from the
Treasury, and according to the figures pub-
lished by the ''West Australian'' there was
last year a recoup from State trading con-
cerns for departmental charges, interest,
etc., of £179,558. That is included in
the debit and credit accounts issued
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regarding the State trading concerns.
That warranted the Government taking
it because of the expenses they in-
curred, either paid on account of interest
or sinking fund and recoups for expenses
given to those particular tradling concerns by
departmental officers. It was for the recoup
of charges made by the various departments.

The Minister for -Mines: It is the same
with expenditure from revenue; that is al-
ways recouped afterwards.

Hron. W. C. ANOwIN: The interest ac-
cording to the "W~est Australian'' averages
£9,558 per month. That will not reach
£179,000. That is published in the analysis
of what the UnDder Treasurer informed me
yesterday, is the monthly amount which is
due and paid every month, although it is
collected every' six months. It was also said
that there was an amount secured from the
State trading concerns, small T admit, but it
shows £7,784 in addition, for which there was
no expenditure. Last year, according to this
statement, the State trading concerns
showed an excess amount of £7,784, and
that was transferred to Consolidated
Revenue. We are justified in coming
to the conclusion that this represented
p~rofits and was taken into the revenue
account which is published yearly, and that
it represents the profits made from the vari-
ouis trading concerns. If there were no pro-
fits, the Gtovernmnent had no right to trains-
fer even that amount from the State trading
concerns for the purpose of increasing the
revenue account. T do not think that the
G'overnment did that and I believe the
aniount represents profits. These 'amounts
altogether aggregate more than £319,000
after repayments of recoups and charges,
etc. It is necessary to understand the posi-
tion satisfactorily that the audited balance
sheets should he here, at least before the
close of the session.

The Premier: I agree with you.
Hon. P. Collier: And also the reports from

the various departments.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I think the Pro-

mnier should censure-
The Premier: I will do so.
Hion. W. C. ANOWIN: I think this House

also shouldI censure the trustees of the Agri-
.-ultural Bank for keeping from Parliam~ent
andi the public generally knowledge of what
has been dlone with their funds, and infer-
'nation to show how the banek has beet, pro-
gressing from 1918 to the present year. It
is a scandalous state of affairs and I do not
think anybody will oaree that it is right, not
Picea the Premier. Tiless we get the infor-
ination we desire, we cannot assist the Gov-
erment to put the finances in order. It will
take us all our time to get the information
we require. We are always willing to help
the Premier in his difficulties. He 'is in a
difficult position, T admit. and I think we
all realise that fact. The Premier nmakes
m~istakes, as wre all do.

The Prenmier: I do not admit that.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: There are only
two kinds of mnen-the mnan who does nothing
and the n who makes mistakes. We should
try to do something in order to rectify' the
financial position, and in justice to the elec-
tors we represent, we should have information
regarding the State tradling concerns. I
hope the Premier will see that these reports
ire furnished to the House.

The PREMIER (lion. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [8.50] I agree with the mnember
for North-East Fremantle that these reports
should be here not only regarding the bank,
hut also the various departments. it
is only right that members should have the
fullest information possible dluring the ses-
sion. We cannot produce the balance-sheets
of the trading concerns till the close of the
year, and then some three months are al-
lowed in which to prepare them,. The cash
statement in connection with these trading
concerns conveys v'ery little indeed because of
the fact that they are trading concerns. Take
the timber mills, for instance; they ore en-
gaged upon cutting timber and putting the
timber into stock. The stock imay represent
hundreds of thousands of pounds in addition,
b~y reason of the ,,atu~re of the husinecsi, there
must he book debts, because they are making
large sales all the time. A tiniher udili is a
very extensive business, and the operations
inelud.' %-ery large deals. Tn these circ-um-
stainces it will he see,, that the cash state-
mnent nieans nothing. It is true that we have
had conisiderable profits from the State
Steamship Service.

Hon. WV. C. Angwvin: Mr. Gardier- said
they constituted the one bright spot.

The PRE-MIER: When the freights were
high shippin r was good and our ship% muls
a good deal of money. I doubt if they will
make any more. At any rate they will make
ver~y little more.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Ia that case, how-
e' eri actual cash has gone into revenue.

The ,PREIMHER: That is so, but we are not
getting cash in now. Reverting to the State
timber mills there is a tremendous turnover.
The timber is cut and stacked pending. ship-
mnent. We often have to pay freight on
shipments as we do, for instance, on ship-
ments to India. A large order replresonts a
lot of money, and this outlay is recouped
later om, in London wThen the debit is trans-
ferred to a credit. To-day wre have in stock
and in money owing to these trading con-
cerns some hundreds of thousands of pounds.

Hon. XW. C. Angivin: The bank overdraft
is £600,000.

The PREMIER: Yes. The Irouse can rest
assured that all possible information will be
given to members. In the ease of the State
Sawmills, the deprecition mu,,st lie very 'e on-
siderable because they are constantly cutting
out the forests. The State lInplenment Works
is another big business, hut very little pbrofit
is returned.

H~on. W. C. Angin: Last year it was
about £?,000.
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The PREMIER: That is very little comn-
Pared with the turnover. There again there
are large stocks on hand and the book debts
are very considerable. In addition there is
a considerable quantity of machinery in course
of construction.

.1r. Pickering: What is the position re-
garding the State Blrickworks?

The PREMIER: That is a very small coin-
cern; the products from the brickworks are
sold readily for cash.

Mr. Davies: The brickiworks are in a good
position.

The PREMIER: That is so. Regarding
the implement works and the sawmills, on
the contrary, the business is very extensive,
and the book delbts are considerable as wvell.
I will endeavour to have these balance-sheets
presented as soon as possible. I think we
had a statement last year, but the member
for North-East Premantle states that it was
not audited. I will endeavour to meet his
wishes as I am anxious that the State trading
concerns shonld be thoroughly understood by
members. The Wyndhamn meat works are not
operatin this year. Up there we have a
very- large amount of material on hand re-
presenting about £100,000. Tin, of course,
runs into a great deal of money, and other
material necessary for the conduct of that
business nmeans a considerable cash outlay.
We have large stocks on hand] for sale. The
principal reason why the meat works are not
in operation this year is because the price of
beef fell rapidly. There was another reason,
but that was the principal one.

Heon. W. C. Angwin: Then there was the
ease of Darwin too.

The PREMNIER: Those works ceased a
long tinme ago. We had thought of starting
the Wyndhanm works and we made an offer
to the men, but they wanted more than we
offered. It was fortunate that the delay
oeurred because if we had proceeded wre
should have lost a considerable amount of
money.

Mr. Corboy: Strikes are usefuli some-
t!nlea.

The PREMIER: It was not a strike in
this ease. I hope that the Wyndhanm works
will be operated when the meat business
improves. We have good reason to suppose
that the position will become easier. If
the world could only buy meat to the ex-
tent apparent before the War, then we
would be able to operate.

.Mr. J1. Thomson: If the Government re-
ceived an offer for the purchase of the
Wyndham works, would they sell?

The PREMIER: That is for the Hfouse
to consider. If we were to receive an offer.
I would submit it to the Rouse.

IHon. W. C. Angwin: Some people never
object to the Government taking on an
enterprise if they have it to sell.

The PREMIER: Oh no, of course not.
On the whole the men operating the differ-
ent State trading concerns get no more
than if they were operated by privat4 eon-
cerns, and in some eases they get less. I

will not discuss the merits of these con-
cerns on this motion, but I will endeavour
to get all the information available for the
convenience of members. It is for the
House to give serious consideratibn to that
side of the work. The legitimate functions
of Government, apart from competitive
trading, are quite enough, I think, for Par-
liament to handle. Ministers know -that,
before the trading concerns were intro-
duced, the life of a member of the Cabinet
was much more simple than it is now. After
all, unless we can have these concerns well
managed by men who know their business,
j. is quite impossible to expect the average
Minister to mntage a great industry such,
as the sawmills or the implement works.

Hon. P. Collier: What about the wheat
pool ?

The PREMIER: That is a very simple
matter.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin:; It is larger and it
covrls more money.

The PREMIER: Fortunately when it
cones to dealing with the wheat pool, the
Government take no real rdsponsibility.
There is a board appointed to manage the
wheat pool and the wheat forms the
security, for the advances made, the Gov-
ernient thus taking no risk.

Hon. P. Collier : They took a little-
responsibility in connection with the fixiug
of the price of wheat.

The PREMIER : I (1o not know about
that.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What about Inst session?
The PREMIER: Last year the price of

wheat was fixed at 7s. 8d. and when it was
bcing sold at 7s. 3d. to the consumers he-,
it was being exported for twice that
amount.

Hon. P. Collier: Oh no, Dot at all.
The Minister for Agriculture: Yes it was.
The PREMIER: The consumer bas been

very fortunate in the establishment of that
pool1. He haes had the cheapest bread the
world haes known for years past.

Hon. T. Walker: they cannot get a ny
now.

Mfr. iMcCalluni: It is dearer now.
The PREMIER: Let as be fair. Last

year the consumer received supplies at
7s. 8d. when wheat could be exported for
twice that amount. This year the price
has been fixed at 9s.

Hon. P. Collier: The farmers could not
have sold at all without the backing and
security of the public.

Mr. McCallum: They would have bee,,
forced off their farms.

The PREMIER: It would be a very poor
comnmuuity that would not back up its
producers.

Hon. P. Collier: And the community should
receive consideration.

The PREMIER :There is scarcely' a
place in the world which does not care for
its producers. God help the country that does
not! In America, to-dlay they are taking ex-
traordinary steps to protect their producers.
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I should like to know where Perth would be
if we did not have our primary producers.

Hon. P. Collier: You are not inferring that
anybody is opposed to them?

The PRE~MIER: We ought to protect them
and assist them.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: They are protected all
right.

The PREMIlER: We did not protect them
too well when wheat was being sold locally
at 7s. 80. with the export price at twice
that figure.

Hon. W. C. Astgwin: Don't forget you told
us last night that most of the wheat was
still here.

The PREMIER: No, I said the railways
had not earnied all that they expected to earnl
because we had considerable wheat at country
sidings still.

Mr. O'Loghlca: If there were ten times as
much wheat, the people would not get
cheaper bread.

The PREMIER: If they counted on some
people for it, they would not get any bread
at all. However,' I will see that these reports
are presented to the House as soon as possi-
ble.

Quei'tion put ad passed.

Resolution reported and the report adopted.

Bill introduced.

Supply Bill introduced, passed through all
stages, and transmitted to the Council.

House adjourned at 8.9 p.m.

legislative Counci,
Thursday, dIth August, 1921.

Committees for the Session ................... Pafe.
Bill: Supply (No. 1) E1,640,320, all stages .. 96
Adjournment, special.......................105

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

(JOMMTTTTEES FOR
On motions by the

EDUCATION (Hon. H.
sional committees were
low:-

THE SESSION.

MINISTER FOR
P. Colebatch),se
appointed as fol-

Standing Orders: The President, the
Chairman of Committees, and the Minlister
for Education.

Library: The President, Hon. A. Love-
kin, and Hon. J. Nicholson.

Priuting: The President, lon. Sir Ed-
word Wittenoomi, and Hon. A. H. Penton.

House: The President, Hon. J1. Cornell,
Holl. J1. Duffell, Hon. J. Ewing, and Hlon.
J. W. Hickey.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1) £1,640,320.
All Stages.

Standing Orders Suspension.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
)H. P. Colehateli-East) [4.33]: 1 move-

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable a Sup-
ply Bill to be received from the Legislative
Assembly, and to be passed through all
stages in one sitting.

It. is customary to move a motion of this de-
scription during the first week of the session.
I might at this stage inform Mr. Nicholson
that his suggestion has been anticipated and
that the Supply asked for covers a period
only until the end of the present month.

Hon. J. N[CHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.34] : It is pleasing to hear that the Sup-
ply asked for is restricted to a certain ex-
tent. We know from the published reports
that certain discussions took place elsewhere
with regard to this umeasure. It is not my
intention to allude to those discussions, but
in niew of the protests which have heel, nmade
by members from time to time, it is our duty
to get some assurance from the Leader of
the House that the Estimates will be laid be-
f ore u's at an early' date. I should like to
hear franm hill sonic definite dlate as to when
the Estimates will be presented, because this
may have considerable weight in deciding as
to whether the Standing Orders should be
suspended.

ll. Y. HA'MERSLEY (East) [4.3-5]: 1
do not wish to delay the House, but hr 'view
of the fact that the life of the last Parliam
ment was extended, presumably with the idea
of calling Parliament together earlier in the
year, the Government might reasonably have
been expected to summon Parliament at a
stage sufficiently early to obviate the neces-
sity of having to rush through a measure of
this nature.

The PRESIDENT: There is no measure
at present before the House. The question
is the mfotioni to suspend the Standing Orders.

Hon. V. }IAMJESLEY: I have no desire
to oppose tile mfotion; in fact, I shall sup-
port it and reserve any remarks I have to
make until a later stage.

The MINJSTBR FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh-East-in reply) [4.36]: It
is, of course, impossible for mec to give the
too. member a positive assurance as to the
exact dlate when the Estimnates will be sub-


